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(1) COMPENSATION.—Each of the dollar

amounts in effect under section 1114 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts in effect
under sections 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar
amount in effect under section 1162 of such
title.

(4) NEW DIC RATES.—The dollar amounts in
effect under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
1311(a) of such title.

(5) OLD DIC RATES.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1311(a)(3) of
such title.

(6) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES
WITH MINOR CHILDREN.—The dollar amount in
effect under section 1311(b) of such title.

(7) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR DISABILITY.—The
dollar amounts in effect under sections
1311(c) and 1311(d) of such title.

(8) DIC FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—The dol-
lar amounts in effect under sections 1313(a)
and 1314 of such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—(1) The
increase under subsection (a) shall be made
in the dollar amounts specified in subsection
(b) as in effect on November 30, 2001.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
each such amount shall be increased by the
same percentage as the percentage by which
benefit amounts payable under title II of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are
increased effective December 1, 2001, as a re-
sult of a determination under section 215(i)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(3) Each dollar amount increased pursuant
to paragraph (2) shall, if not a whole dollar
amount, be rounded down to the next lower
whole dollar amount.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may ad-
just administratively, consistent with the
increases made under subsection (a), the
rates of disability compensation payable to
persons within the purview of section 10 of
Public Law 85–857 (72 Stat. 1263) who are not
in receipt of compensation payable pursuant
to chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.
SEC. 102. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.

At the same time as the matters specified
in section 215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)(2)(D)) are required to be
published by reason of a determination made
under section 215(i) of such Act during fiscal
year 2002, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall publish in the Federal Register the
amounts specified in subsection (b) of sec-
tion 101, as increased pursuant to that sec-
tion.

TITLE II—COMPENSATION PROVISIONS
SEC. 201. PRESUMPTION THAT DIABETES

MELLITUS (TYPE 2) IS SERVICE-CON-
NECTED.

Section 1116(a)(2) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subparagraph:

‘‘(H) Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2).’’.
SEC. 202. INCLUSION OF ILLNESSES THAT CAN-

NOT BE CLEARLY DEFINED IN PRE-
SUMPTION OF SERVICE CONNEC-
TION.

(a) ILLNESSES THAT CANNOT BE CLEARLY
DEFINED.—(1) Subsection (a) of section 1117 is
amended by inserting ‘‘or fibromyalgia,
chronic fatigue syndrome, a chronic multi-
symptom illness, or any other illness that
cannot be clearly defined (or combination of
illnesses that cannot be clearly defined)’’
after ‘‘illnesses)’’.

(2) Subsection (c)(1) of such section is
amended by inserting ‘‘or fibromyalgia,
chronic fatigue syndrome, a chronic multi-
symptom illness, or any other illness that
cannot be clearly defined (or combination of
illnesses that cannot be clearly defined)’’ in
the matter preceding subparagraph (A) after
‘‘illnesses)’’.

(b) SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS THAT MAY INDICATE
UNDIAGNOSED ILLNESSES.—(1) Section 1117 is

further amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

‘‘(g) For purposes of this section, signs or
symptoms that may be a manifestation of an
undiagnosed illness include the following:

‘‘(1) Fatigue.
‘‘(2) Unexplained rashes or other dermato-

logical signs or symptoms.
‘‘(3) Headache.
‘‘(4) Muscle pain.
‘‘(5) Joint pain.
‘‘(6) Neurologic signs or symptoms.
‘‘(7) Neuropsychological signs or symp-

toms.
‘‘(8) Signs or symptoms involving the res-

piratory system (upper or lower).
‘‘(9) Sleep disturbances.
‘‘(10) Gastrointestinal signs or symptoms.
‘‘(11) Cardiovascular signs or symptoms.
‘‘(12) Abnormal weight loss.
‘‘(13) Menstrual disorders.’’.
(2) Section 1118(a) is amended by adding at

the end the following new paragraph:
‘‘(4) For purposes of this section, signs or

symptoms that may be a manifestation of an
undiagnosed illness include the signs and
symptoms listed in section 1117(g) of this
title.’’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
April 1, 2002.
SEC. 203. PRESERVATION OF SERVICE CONNEC-

TION FOR UNDIAGNOSED ILLNESSES
TO PROVIDE FOR PARTICIPATION IN
RESEARCH PROJECTS BY GULF WAR
VETERANS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY TO PROVIDE
FOR PARTICIPATION WITHOUT LOSS OF BENE-
FITS.—Section 1117 is amended by adding
after subsection (g), as added by section
202(b), the following new subsection:

‘‘(h)(1) If the Secretary determines with re-
spect to a medical research project spon-
sored by the Department that it is necessary
for the conduct of the project that Persian
Gulf veterans in receipt of compensation
under this section or section 1118 of this title
participate in the project without the possi-
bility of loss of service connection under ei-
ther such section, the Secretary shall pro-
vide that service connection granted under
either such section for disability of a veteran
who participated in the research project may
not be terminated.

‘‘(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply in a case
in which—

‘‘(A) the original award of compensation or
service connection was based on fraud; or

‘‘(B) it is clearly shown from military
records that the person concerned did not
have the requisite service or character of
discharge.

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall publish in the
Federal Register a notice of each determina-
tion made by the Secretary under paragraph
(1) with respect to a medical research
project.’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The authority pro-
vided by subsection (h) of section 1117 of title
38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a), may be used by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs with respect to any medical
research project of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, whether commenced before,
on, or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.
SEC. 204. PRESUMPTIVE PERIOD FOR

UNDIAGNOSED ILLNESSES PRO-
GRAM PROVIDING COMPENSATION
FOR VETERANS OF PERSIAN GULF
WAR WHO HAVE CERTAIN ILL-
NESSES.

Section 1117 is amended—
(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘within

the presumptive period prescribed under sub-
section (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘before December
31, 2003’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (b).

TITLE III—ADMINISTRATION OF UNITED
STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS

SEC. 301. REGISTRATION FEES.
(a) FEES FOR COURT-SPONSORED ACTIVI-

TIES.—Subsection (a) of section 7285 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: ‘‘The Court may also impose
registration fees on persons participating in
a judicial conference convened pursuant to
section 7286 of this title or any other court-
sponsored activity.’’.

(b) USE OF FEES.—Subsection (b) of such
section is amended by striking ‘‘for the pur-
poses of (1)’’ and all that follows through the
period and inserting ‘‘for the following pur-
poses:

‘‘(1) Conducting investigations and pro-
ceedings, including employing independent
counsel, to pursue disciplinary matters.

‘‘(2) Defraying the expenses of—
‘‘(A) judicial conferences convened pursu-

ant to section 7286 of this title; and
‘‘(B) other activities and programs that are

designed to support and foster bench and bar
communication and relationships or the
study, understanding, public commemora-
tion, or improvement of veterans law or of
the work of the Court.’’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—(1) The head-
ing for such section is amended to read as
follows:
‘‘§ 7285. Practice and registration fees’’.

(2) The item relating to such section in the
table of sections at the beginning of chapter
72 is amended to read as follows:
‘‘7285. Practice and registration fees.’’.
SEC. 302. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
72 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:
‘‘§ 7287. Administration

‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims may exercise, for purposes of man-
agement, administration, and expenditure of
funds, the authorities provided for such pur-
poses by any provision of law (including any
limitation with respect to such provision)
applicable to a court of the United States as
defined in section 451 of title 28, except to
the extent that such provision of law is in-
consistent with a provision of this chapter.’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item related
to section 7286 the following new item:

7287. Administration.’’.

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 401. PAYMENT OF INSURANCE PROCEEDS

TO AN ALTERNATE BENEFICIARY
WHEN FIRST BENEFICIARY CANNOT
BE IDENTIFIED.

(a) NSLI.—Section 1917 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘‘(f)(1) Following the death of the insured—
‘‘(A) if the first beneficiary otherwise enti-

tled to payment of the insurance proceeds
does not make a claim for such payment
within three years after the death of the in-
sured, payment of the proceeds may be made
to another beneficiary designated by the in-
sured, in the order of precedence as des-
ignated by the insured, as if the first bene-
ficiary had predeceased the insured; and

‘‘(B) if within five years after the death of
the insured, no claim has been filed by a per-
son designated by the insured as a bene-
ficiary and the Secretary has not received
any notice in writing that any such claim
will be made, payment of the insurance pro-
ceeds may (notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law) be made to such person as may
in the judgment of the Secretary be equi-
tably entitled to the proceeds of the policy.
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